
 

 

Our 38th and 39th Countries visited 
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March 06 in Ljubljana 

March 07 in Zagreb 

March 08 in Bled 

March 09 to Venice 
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March 10 in München 

March 11 return home 
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To Munich (München) 
Even though we had originally booked our flight to Venice, and were planning to take a bus to 
Ljubljana, the COVID-19 outbreak closed down Venice. Delta let us rebook through München, and we 
got our money back on everything but tickets to the Doge’s Palace. Now that that is out of the way, 
to the trip! 

Wednesday, March 04  

5:00am got up 
8:30 Off to Austin 
9:45 Dropped car at FastPark&Relax, tipped the driver $2.00 Cash 

10:00 TSA Pre√ got us through security quickly, and we got to gate 10. 
We already had Euros for Slovenia, and had purchased a little currency from Gracie, but we ordered 
Croatian currency from TravelEx, and picked up the Kuna near the gate. We then took turns walking, 
while the other guarded our small underseat sized bags and personal items, but keeping our 
distance. 

  

11:30, when we boarded DL 2958 for Atlanta, getting seats 23 B and C.  

3:24 arrived Atlanta 

4:00 Villa Pizza to tide use over to the late dinner on our next flight. $11.73 AmEx. 

5:00ish, boarded DL 130 for Munich, seats 37F and G. 

We don’t drink much, so the welcome Bellini as interesting, but not our favorite. 
For dinner we both has shrimp appetizers, and had chicken Marsala and chicken salad for dinner. 
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München Train through Salzburg to Ljubljana 
Thursday, March 05 

8:00am arrived Munich airport, about an hour early. 
We located the Deutsche Bahn information center, and hopped the next SBahn to Munich Ost, S8. 
 

 
 

 
 
After arriving, we had time to kill, so we had lunch at a rustic, stereotypically German looking 
Rubenbauer, adjacent to the train station.  
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Rubenbauer, München Ost 
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The goulash was great, and we followed it up with Apfel strudel with vanilla sauce. €26,60
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We then wandered the shops of the train station, and picked up some pretzels for the train trip, €3. 
Just before Noon, we headed to our platform, #8.  
12:27 pm we found our carriage #113 and boarded our train. We walked past a bunch of 
compartments…  

    
… until we found Seats 21 and 23, which also were in a neat old fashioned compartment for 6, with 
facing seats. Ours faced the direction of travel until our car was moved to another train just outside 
Salzburg, as we neared Slovenia 

 
The views were incredible as we climbed the Limestone Alps, heading south toward Salzburg Austria, 
where we saw wonderful snow and valley views, plus the occasional hilltop castle.  
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Hohenwerfen castle in the distance, above the building on the left. (Better view on our return.)

 

Okay, we could see it, but couldn’t get great pictures on this leg because of the angle at first, then 
the distance. 
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So here is a picture of it from salzburg-burgen.at  

 

As we climbed, the snow was not just on the tops of the mountains.
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Then we started descending, back into the valleys. 
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We stayed in the 
same seats, but our 
carriage was changed 
to a different train in 
Villach 
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5:00 pm we entered Slovenia, but we were in a long tunnel, phone didn’t notify us until we came out 
of the tunnel, as we neared Bled. 

 

 

6:33, arrived in Ljubljana, and instantly got turned around heading north from the station instead of 
south. Error discovered pretty quickly, and we were soon back on track, to the City hotel. 
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We checked in, and headed to our room, 747. 
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After we settled in, we headed toward the old town… This is Vurnikova hiša. The Cooperative 
Business Bank building also called “Vurnik House” after the architect who designed it. 

 
 
… on our way to Hood for a local version of burger and frites. €14

  

We wandered to Prešeren Square, by the Franciscan church, with great views of the Cathedral and 
Castle. 



17 
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Cerkev Marijinega oznanjenja, 17th-century Franciscan church
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We stopped at a Mercator grocery store, and picked up cookies for €3 for dessert, before crashing. 
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Ljubljana  
Friday, March 06 View out our window, and looking down at the hotel atrium 
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8:00 am Breakfast

 
 
Eggs, meat, cheese, sausage, potatoes, bread, cake, and later Smokey cheese. 

 
Susann liked the latte machine. 
  



22 
 

9:00 am, headed toward the river, from the City hotel. 

 
 

  
Dragon bridge in the rain, with the Central Market behind, Castle above, and Cathedral to the right 

 

Street art, and a Puppet theatre, Društvo Hiša otrok in umetnostiar  
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Central Market 

 
 

 
Zmajski most, the Dragon bridge 
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Ljubljanska tržnica, farmers market, behind Central Market 
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Each bridge has a different vibe, this is Butchers' Bridge, Mesarski most, with art and locks, as we 
walked toward the Cathedral. 

 
 
The Cathedral, officially St. Nicholas’s church, built in 1707. 
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Back to Prešeren Square, Tromostovje Bridge, and the Pink Franciscan church. 
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Cathedral in the background, as we headed back toward the Castle.

 
Krekov trg square, Lutkovno gledališče (Ljubljana Puppet Theatre) and funicular. We kept missing the 
hourly show below the clock.

 
 
10:00 am, Took the funicular to the Castle as the fog set in. We walked around the ramparts first. 
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29 
 

  
Old Embrasure above, and newer court, below. We went up the clock tower a little later 
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Restaurant and Tourist center, plus gate
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Ceiling of the great hall.
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The Museum
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Going up the clock tower
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The chapel 
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Chapel and Prison 

   

Could not get the selfie and the flowers that were over the well.
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History of the castle 

 

WC €1, gift shop €11, then back to the funicular to ride back down. Buying the tickets in advance 
made the whole visit a breeze. 
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From the funicular; we then walked back past the Cathedral, and noticed the main door

 

The entrances has bronze sculptured doors from 
1996, created at the 1250th anniversary of 
Christianity in the Slovenian territory and the visit 
of Pope John Paul II, with portraits of the  
20th-century bishops of Ljubljana 
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Ljubljana town hall, (built in the late 15th century assumed its present appearance between 1717 
and 1719, when an annex was added), and the Robba fountain (Robbov vodnjak), a Marble and 
limestone 18th-century fountain with an obelisk, pool & 3 sculpted figures holding jugs 
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Another view of Town Hall 

 

A close, or alley way connecting the lower town to the upper town, and the castle hill 
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Hercules fountain, Herkulov vodnjak, in winter protective gear 

 

Church of St. James, Župnijska cerkev sv. Jakoba 

 



44 
 

Around the corner, a better view of St. James
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Spominski steber z Marijinim kipom, monument square 

 

We now turned back toward the old town, passing Church of St. Florian 
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Church of St. Florian, looking up to castle hill 
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One of the older streets 

 

1:00 pm… around the corner to Gostilna Sokol. 
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We had a thin beef soup, but saved room for  a walnut an honey dessert

 

 
Altogether, it was €20 
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2:00 pm, off to the National Gallery, but there were some neat sites on the way. 
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University of Ljubljana; Univerza v Ljubljani  
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Ursuline Church of the Holy Trinity, Župnijska cerkev sv. Trojic  
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Congress Square, and the Castle

  

Parliament  
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The main entrance to the Parliament

  

Trg republike, Republic Square  
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Ministrstvo za zunanje zadeve, government offices 

  

German and US Embassies 

  
 
Modern Art Museum, looking toward Tivoli  
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Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church, Pravoslavna cerkev sv. Cirila in Metoda v Ljubljan  

  

National Gallery, Narodna galerija with Art from the 13-20th Century, €16,60 
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From the old wing, we headed into the new wing, and saw the original Robba Fountain. 

 



61 
 

 

We then headed out to Tivoli “Castle.” Along the way we passed many descriptions of Plečnik’s 
architecture from around the city. 
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Art on the Tivoli grounds, the Mednarodni grafični likovni center, International Centre of Graphic Arts 
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View from Tivoli 

 
 
We headed back to the hotel, to freshen up before we explored the bus station, where we would be 
headed the next day for our trip to Zagreb. 
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The Opera Ballet 

 
 
6:30 wandered around looking for dinner, passing Mala ulica, now an office. 
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We decided on Šeherezada for kebap, frites, and Ora. €12,50 

 

 
 
7:30 We went to Mecator to pick up breakfast for the next morning, since we were leaving before 
hotel breakfast hours. €1,18. Finished the night by watching ski jumping. 
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Zagreb 
Saturday, March 07 

5:00 got up, and ate our apple tart. 
7:00 head to the bus station 

 

 
7:35 Boarded our bus. 
8:35 Border control. We got off the bus, presented our passports on the Slovenia side, got on the bus 
10 feet across the line and rode ¼ mile, presented our passports on the Croatia side, got on the bus 
10 feet across the line. 

 

 
10:00 Arrive Zagreb, and bought city transport passes 30 HRK each 
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Tram to Trg bana Josipa Jelačića (Trg Square), cleaned our hands, and wandered the square. 
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We then headed to the Cathedral, and old city walls.

 
 
Zagreb is proud of their many museums, there were signs everywhere, like this outside the Cathedral  
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Monument of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, outside the Cathedral. 

 

City walls near the Cathedral.
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The Cathedral was started in the mid 1200s, and is the tallest building in the country.
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The old language is still present in the Cathedral. 
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We then headed back to the Trg square, with a view of St Mary Church Crkva sv. Marije…  

   

… and took the long flight of stairs to Lotrščak Tower, which was not open yet.  
The Lotrščak Tower is in an old part of town called Gradec or Gornji grad (Upper Town). The tower, which dates to the 13th 
century, was built to guard the southern gate of the Gradec town wall. The name is derived from Latin campana 
latrunculorum, meaning "thieves' bell", referring to a bell hung in the tower in 1646 to signal the closing of the town gates. 
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View of the funicular that we eschewed in order to climb stairs. 

  
 
St Catherine of Alexandria church, and government buildings.
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Wandered the upper city. 
St Mark’s church had a very interesting roof. Its colorful tiled roof, constructed in 1880, has the 
medieval coat of arms of Croatia, Dalmatia and Slavonia on the left side, and the emblem of Zagreb 
on the right. 

 
The Romanesque window found in its south facade is the best evidence that the church must have 
been built as early as the 13th century as is also the semicircular ground-plan of St. Mary's chapel 
(later altered). 

The Stone Gate chapel is the only remaining gate from the old city walls, it caught fire and all that 
survived was an icon of Mary, so the converted it to a chapel.  
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Tried to visit some of the small museums, but they were duds. But there was some neat architecture. 

 

Passing St. Marks 
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Tower of St. Marks, and a better view of the Gothic portal, composed of 15 figures in shallow niches, 
sculpted in the 14th century. 

  
 
Lamp post 
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11:00 Tower entry 20 HRK each, saw the Tower Time Cannon 
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Views from the top of the Tower 
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11:45 lunch at Pod Gričkim topom, just below the Tower. 

 

We ordered a cheese pastry that would take 30 minutes to prepare, but the view was great so not a 
disappointment. Lunch 140 HRK 
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12:00 Heard the Tower Cannon. FELT the cannon. 
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1:00 Walked to Tunel Grič, Built as a bomb shelter & promenade in 1943, this historic tunnel offers a 
central hall & 6 exits.
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The exit, below. We would have missed it if we had approached from this side. 
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We strolled around the lower town, and along the way got Souvenirs 60HRK, Cards 15 HRK, and more 
Cards 17 HRK 
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Model of the city

We then wandered south of the square  
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Nikola Tesla Monument, Kip Nikole Tesle (djelo Ivana Meštrovića) 

 

Cathedral of the Transfiguration of our Lord, Crkva Preobraženja Gospodnjeg 
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Behind the church, the Octogon 

      

3:00 headed back to the tram stop… 

… and rode back to the Bus station. (Cleaned our hands)  

4:00 Coffee and OJ at the bus station 10 HRK 

WC at the bus station, 3 HRK each 
Chips and candy for the bus 22,46 HRK 



95 
 

 
 
4:45 boarded the bus 

 

5:30 Repeated the Border crossing. 
20 minute pit stop at Petrol Starine Jug. 
7:15 Toward the Hotel, pizza for dinner, €7,30

 

Cookies at the hotel, and more ski jumping  
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Bled 
Sunday, March 08 

9:00 After breakfast we headed to the bus station. 
9:30 Boarded our bus, and within minutes we were in the “Sunny side of the Alps” 
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10:30 Arrived in Bled, and walked down to the lake. They were having a small red algae problem, but 
the setting with St. Martins, the Castle on the cliffs behind, was almost staggering, and we hadn’t 
even seen and the church on the island in the middle of the lake yet.  

 



98 
 

St. Martins, Bled Castle on the cliffs behind 
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We walked down the lake to the Tourist center, and got gifts and cards €11,90. We went across the 
street for the WC €1, and checked out when the boat rides to the island were. 

  

The island on the left, the Alps in the background, and the Castle and St. Martin to the right 

 

   
We decided to do the castle first. It was a hard steep hike, but worth it. 
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12:00 Bled Castle €26,00
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Bled Island view from Castle  
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Much easier going down to St. Martin 
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2:00 Boat to Bled island. 
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Houses on the shore above; view as we approached Church of the Assumption, Bled Island, below 
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View from the dock above; near the dock was a Grotto, below 
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Our boat, above; the more traditional, manual flat bottom Plenta boats, below 
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There were two stair ways, supposedly 99 steps for the groom to carry the bride. We passed 



119 
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The other stairway 

  
2:30 Traditional Potica, kava, and cocoa on the island. €11,00 

 

Potica is a traditional cake, and a must for every family celebration. It’s made from yeast-raised 
sweet dough, rolled thin and spread with different fillings. Since Slovenia boasts a wealth of culturally 
diverse regions with a variety of culinary traditions, there is more than one version of the cake, with 
walnut being most common and popular type. Traditionally baked inside a bread oven in a Potičnica 
which is a round, clay baking dish. It’s rare to find many of these different styles in only one place, 
but it is possible find a dizzying array of potica at a small bakery on northwestern Slovenia’s Bled 
Island. -Random-Times.com 
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Boat back to Bled, €24,00 
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Took a walk around the lake 
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The view never got old. 
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Treasures of Slovenia (Zakladi slovenije) shop for gifts €10,00 

Jasmin Čajnica, we had to try the famous Cream Cake €9,40
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Back to the bus station, where we saw this great map. 

 

4:30 got on the bus, and got stuck in traffic 

5:30 arrive in Ljubljana, went to the hotel to freshen up. 
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6:30 Dinner at Sarajevo 84, Chicken in Bosnian bread, and a cooked apple dessert €20,00 
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Susann’s Bosnian coffee
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7:40 Stopped by a Mercator for snacks for the train trip the next day €1,68  
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Ljubljana Train through Salzburg to Munich (München) 
Monday, March 09 

7:00 Breakfast 
9:00 Check out €65,00 AmEx 
View of the Alps, from the Train station

 

Train was late, more traditional seating in carriage 212, seats 101 and 103.
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The trains was stopped in Villach and search by the Police. Nice view of Werfen. 

 

Hohenwerfen Castle near Werfen. Got the pictures this time… 

 



136 
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Lots of lumber being felled along the way, this is just one example.

 

Salzburg Castle, as viewed from the train. We visited it many years ago. 
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4:00 pm. Arrive Munchen Hbf; walk in light rain to Hotel Goethe, an older, Turkish themed hotel. 
Room 102. 
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View from our hotel room
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6:00  Schiller Bräu for dinner. Pork Schnitzel and Pork Roast, €38,30 
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Back at the hotel 

 
Lobby, above; We took a peek at the breakfast room, below. 
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After freshening up, we decided to head to Marientplatz. 
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Frauenkirche, looming in the dark 
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New Town Hall, Neues Rathaus
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149 
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Old Town Hall, Munich, Altes Rathaus , which houses the Toy museum, Spielzeugmuseum 
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 Heiliggeistkirche 
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Gothic St. Peter’s 

 
Glockenspiel at New Town Hall, Neues Rathaus 
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8:00 pm On the way back to the hotel, we stopped at the Galleria for a rolle and donut. €2,10 

8:30 Had our snack at the hotel, and crashed.  
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Munich (München) 
Tuesday, March 10 
8:00 am Breakfast, eggs, cheese, bread, and cake, with a cat for company. 
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9:00 Off to the old town passing the District Court on the way. 

  
 
Karlsplatz 
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Bürgersaalkirche  
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St. Michael’s Church/St. Michael Kirche 
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163 
 

 
 
Police station near Frauenkirche 
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Frauenkirche 
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167 
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Rathaus, town hall, and the Glockenspiel 
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Rathaus, town hall 

 
 

        
  



173 
 

 
One of the entrances to the Ratskeller, we'd be back later for lunch 

 



174 
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Altes Rathaus / Spielzeugmuseum; the old town hall and toy museum... we went to the toy 
museum in 2003 

  

 

Heiliggeistkirche 
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St. Peter’s
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We availaled ourselves of a WC (€1,) in the Galleria, as we looked for German candy, and snacks for 
our upcoming flight. We bought souvenirs, €21,30 and watched the Glockenspeil in the rain.  
 
11:30, a light lunch at the Ratskeller. WC (€1,) soup and dessert €28,00. 
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1:00 Off to the Residenz ,€34,00 
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The Residenz in central Munich is 
the former royal palace of the 
Wittelsbach monarchs of Bavaria, 
and is the largest city palace in 
Germany; today open to visitors for 
its architecture, room decorations, 
and displays from the former royal 
collections 
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The complex of buildings contains ten courtyards and displays 130 rooms. The first buildings at this 
site were erected in the year 1385 
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While looking skewed from this angle, it was effect from other angles. 
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210 
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We then went to the treasury. We read that if you listened to every audio guide entry, it would take 
5 hours. So, we looked at them all, but skipped a lot of the commentary. 
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The building of the Residenz Theatre, next to the church, was constructed already under Elector 
Maximilian III (1745–1777) from 1751. Before World War II, it housed the Old Residenz Theatre. The 
decoration of the old theatre, carefully dismantled and removed, was moved into the south-eastern 
wing of the Festsaalbau next to the Allerheiligen-Hofkirche after the war. Here it was reopened as 
Cuvilliés Theatre. 
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4:30, we wandered over to the Haufbrau haus, just for jollies to see if it had changed (it had not, and 
we weren’t in the mood for beer), then headed to the train station, soaked. 

5:30, we dried off at the hotel. 

6:00 Back to the train station to by train tickets to the airport. €23,00. 

6:15 Dinner at Rubenbauer Gaststätten im Hbf München GmbH, in the train station. We opted for 
the English menu from the waitress very busy chatting with friends. We got meatloaf and a meat 
sampler €31,00 , and enjoyed the glass fireplace. 
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6:50 Purchased cookies, €1,80 

7:00 Pack and crash. 
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Munich (München) back home 
Wednesday, March 11 

4:30 Got up 

6:30 Quick breakfast 

7:00, to the train station. 

8:00 arrived at the airport, and check in. 

Someone had asked us for Haribo from Germany the night before, €2,40 

11:00 DL 132, seats 37 F/G on a very empty airplane. 

4:42 Global entry to zip through security 

Layover in Atlanta, had Wendys $20.67 AmEx 

7:52 DL 1995, seats 28 A/B 

9:25 Arrive Austin, got the car, and made it home… very shortly after almost all flights were cancelled 
as Europe and the US went into lockdown, but we made it with no problems, and no infections. 

What a great trip. 
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